JULY - SEPTEMBER 2015 | ISSUE 20

OFFICIAL NEWSLETTER OF THE ELUNDINI LOCAL MUNICIPALITY

FREEDOM DAY CELEBRATIONS
IN MACLEAR

IN THIS ISSUE:
MEC MARAWU LAUNCHES
ELUNDINI PROJECTS
(YAMNAND’ INTO)

UGIE UNITED
IN CONDEMNING
XENOPHOBIC ATTACKS

ELUNDINI STATE
OF THE MUNICIPALITY
ADDRESS

CONTENTS
Mayor’s Conversation					3
State of the Municipality Address			4
Elundini Municipality Appoints CFO			5

Nathi Hitting the Right Note		

		5

MEC Launches Elundini Projects		

		6

Freedom Day Celebrations

		

Youth Day Celebrations			
Mbizo at Mqokolweni		

7

		8

		

9

Ugie United Against Xenophobia				10
SASSA: Bringing Services to the People 		11
Mpindweni Primary School Official Opening		

12

Waste Management					13
Ward 13 Spot Light						14
Ward 14 Spot Light						15
Laughter, the Best Medicine				16

OUR REPORTERS
Reporter: Anele Mboza (far left)
Trainee Reporter: (left)

Elundini Municipality is located at the foothills of the
Drakensberg Mountains in the east of the Joe Gqabi District
known as the Eastern Cape Highlands region, it falls between
the Maluti Mountains and the southern Drakensberg.

Elundini Municipality Mayor, Her Worship Nonkonkozelo Ruth Lengs

Mayor’s Conversation
As we start a new financial year, the Council in a council meeting
on 26 June 2015 in Mohoabatsane, adopted the 2015/16
IDP and Budget which are both the guiding documents for
service delivery projects which the Municipality will roll out
during the year.
The biggest highlight of the Budget is the R60 million that the
Municipality will receive from the Department of Energy over the
next three years. This will be directed at the electrification
of our rural areas.
Communities are invited and urged to play their role in monitoring
the performance of the Municipality in its implementation of the
IDP and the Budget. In most of the sessions which I have hosted
with stakeholders, the question of project monitoring is always
raised as being a challenge in our service delivery initiatives.
Projects implemented by the Municipality are directed at
improving the lives of community members and it is therefore
important that communities make it a point to participate in
the implementation of the project as well as monitoring them
through the steering committees.
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The Council is moving fast in addressing the challenges
associated with procurement which in most cases delay the start
of the projects. The promotion of our SMMEs will be strengthened
through the implementation of the Construction Procurement
Strategy which has been adopted by the Council.
Community participation is vital in all government and municipal
programmes as it is the corner-stone of our democracy.
We should therefore all work together in implementing the
2015/16 IDP and Budget for the betterment of all and the creation
of a legacy that future generations can be proud of.
Thank You.
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Elundini
State of the Municipality Address
Communities of Elundini Local Municipality came out in numbers
when Her Worship, the Mayor, Nonkongozelo Ruth Lengs
presented the reviewed Integrated Development Plan (IDP) and
Budget for adoption by the Municipal Council during the State
of the Municipality Address on 26 June 2015 at Mohoabatsane
Village in Mount Fletcher. The sitting of the Council was at the
Mohoabatsane Junior Secondary School in Ward 13.
During her speech, Her Worship outlined the extent of
electrification backlogs in the Municipality as unacceptably
high and this has left a bitter taste in the mouths of the affected
communities. The Mayor however had good news to share with
the communities regarding electrification saying, “It is with a
deep sense of pleasure that, after many years of knocking on the
doors of the Department of Energy and ESKOM, our loud bangs
have finally been heard. For the 2015/16 to 2017/18 mediumterm expenditure framework, the Elundini Municipality has been
allocated R60 million to address the electrification of our rural
homesteads”. The Mayor also pointed out that the Municipality
is enjoying an unprecedented high level of cooperation with
ESKOM, which augurs well for the acceleration of electricity
service delivery in the Municipality. She also made mention of
2 210 electricity connections for 19 villages that will be rolled
out by ESKOM during the 2015/16 financial year. “It is common
cause that the outline of electrification projects for the 2015/16
financial year is not the beginning of electrification, but rather a
consolidation and acceleration of an existing programme,”
she explained.
The Mayor explained that the Municipality has been
experiencing a perennial problem of under delivery on its
obligations in terms of the Municipal Infrastructure Grant. She
said that as a proactive Council they have approved a three year
Construction Procurement Strategy. “In terms of this strategy, we
plan to procure service providers and commit them to three year
contracts and rid our Municipality of the challenges associated
with the annual procurement of service providers, inept
performance of the service providers and inadequate project
management systems. Furthermore, through the strategy, we
are seeking to address the incessant calls by our local SMMEs
that they are not afforded opportunities to participate in our
procurement and development projects,” she articulated.

Councillors and communities gathered at Mohoabatsane
Junior Secondary School during the State of the
Municipality Address on 26 June 2015.
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Her Worship, the Mayor, Nonkongozelo Ruth Lengs presenting
the reviewed Integrated Development Plan (IDP) and Budget
for adoption by the Council during the State of the Municipality
Address on 26 June 2015. Back: Honorable Speaker Mzukhona
Bomela and Municipal Manager Khaya Gashi.

Her Worship also announced a plethora of projects to be funded by
the Municipal Infrastructure Grant during the 2015/16 financial year
which include the construction of TV Park Sports Field in Ward 3 at
a cost of R5.8 million; and the implementation of the Ntushuntushu
Access Road in Ward 5 which was started in 2014/2015. This project
involves the Municipality constructing 20 kilometers of road at a
cost of more than R10 million.
During the meeting communities were entertained by Nkosinathi
“Nathi” Mankayi and Ugie Mob who are both products of the
Municipality’s ‘Dare to Dream’ talent development initiative.
Both groups had the crowds on their feet with their respective
performances.

ELUNDINI MUNICIPALITY

APPOINTS A CFO

After numerous attempts, Elundini Local Municipality (ELM) finally
appointed a suitable person to serve as the Chief Financial Officer
(CFO). The position of CFO has been vacant since the resignation of
Mr Sheldon Goodall on 30 June 2014. It has taken the Municipality
almost 12 months to fill the position due to the geographic
location of the Municipality, together with the provisions of the
National Treasury Regulations which regulates the salary packages
of Municipal Managers and Managers reporting to the Municipal
Manager. The packages are determined in line with the grade of the
municipality. ELM, as a small rural municipality, has to compete for
expertise with the well-established municipalities in big cities and,
considering the package it has to offer, applicants are reluctant to
choose ELM as their first destination.
Despite the above, ELM appointed Mr Jack Thando Mdeni as its
CFO with effect from 1 July 2015. Mr Mdeni comes with much
experience and expertise. He has a postgraduate diploma in
Accountancy from the University of KwaZulu-Natal and a Bachelor
of Accounting Science Degree from Walter Sisulu University. He is
a registered Associate General Accountant with the South African
Institute of Chartered Accountants and has occupied the posts of
Executive Director for CBU; CEO for Eastern Cape Municipal Support
Services; Accounting Executive for Modern Business Holdings; and
Trainee Accountant and Auditor for Deloitte & Touche.
On maintaining the unqualified audit opinion which the
Municipality has received over the past three consecutive years, Mr
Mdeni commented, “We will work hard to maintain and improve
our audit outcomes. I have been informed that there may have
been regression to a certain extent as a result of the vacuum that
has persisted due to the vacant CFO’s position. During the interim
audit performed around March and April 2015, the auditors have
indicated that they might have to reconsider their audit approach
in the areas where weaknesses have been identified.”

Mr Jack Thando Mdeni was appointed as the Elundini Local
Municipality CFO with effect from 1 July 2015.

“Speedy action has had to be undertaken to circumvent gaps
identified in the revenue from electricity distribution which, if
material, may lead to a qualification of the audit opinion.
This phenomenon emerged through distribution losses which
are depicted by comparison between electricity purchases from
Eskom and electricity sales to consumers. At this stage preliminary
investigations are pointing towards metre tampering as the likely
cause for the distribution losses. Further investigations, which will
be accompanied by action against defaulters, are underway,”
Mdeni concluded.

Nathi hits the right note
Overnight singing sensation, Nathi, has been making waves on the music
charts and entertaining audiences nationwide. Nkosinathi Mankayi or Nathi
as he is affectionately known, hails from Maclear and is the product of the
Municipality’s flagship talent search programme ‘Dare to Dream’. His work
with the Jaziel Brothers and being signed by recording label Ghetto Ruff
Records have paved the way to the release of his debut album, Buyelekhaya.
The first single off the album is called ‘Nomvula’ and has been an instant hit,
causing his album to fly off the shelves. On the album he collaborates with
award-winning fellow Eastern Cape-born artist Vusinova on the remake
of Brenda Fassie’s ‘Nomakanjani’. Nathi has become a regular feature on
television, performing on SABC’s popular shows Afro-Café, Selimathunzi
and YO-TV. It is unprecedented for an artist to have three of his songs
adopted as Women Month’s theme songs for SABC1, SABC2 and UMhlobo
Wenene FM in August but Nathi certainly did.
In Maclear the album is available at FRESH STOP (CALTEX GARAGE)
Nathi has also been featured in many national newspapers including the
Daily Sun and Star. Nathi’s voice is sometimes compared to that of
Afro-pop legend Ringo Madlingozi.
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MEC for Roads and Public Works ready to cut
the ribbon at the official hand over of the
Ugie Paving Project.

MEC MARAWU
LAUNCH ELUNDINI PROJECTS
The MEC for Roads and Public Works, Thandiswa Marawu, officially
handed over phase one and launched phase two of the Ugie Paving
Project on 23 June 2015. The upgrading of Ugie township roads to
surface standard entailed the construction of 5.5 kilometers of brick
paving and provision of drainage channels. Phase two is expected
to start in August 2015 which will involve completing the paving
of streets throughout the township. During this phase, 20% of the
bricks to be used will be manufactured by local labour and supplied
by small, medium and micro enterprises (SMMEs).
On 25 June, MEC Marawu officially opened the rehabilitated R56
road from Mount Fletcher to Matatiele and officiated a sod turning
event signaling the beginning of the construction of Mount
Fletcher Social Cluster Offices which are expected to house various
government departments. The project, estimated to cost over R124
million, will create more than 300 jobs with over 200 of them going
to the youth. The scope of work includes the construction of 300 new
offices with 30 ablution facilities, six storerooms, four boardrooms,
security fencing, and the provision of standby generators.
“It is by no coincidence that we chose Youth Month to celebrate
the opening of this paving project. As we celebrate Youth Month,
we launch phase two of the Ugie Paving Project which is a cooperative run by young people to provide the project with paving
bricks. In the very same month we celebrate the 60th birthday of
the Freedom Charter. In 1955 we vowed that all doors of learning
shall be opened and the majority would one day come to rule.
The tide has turned and we want to see tarred roads in rural areas
as well. Twenty years back, no one would have imagined that we
would have paved roads as priority went to the communities of the
privileged minority. Paving is sustainable and we will continue with
it on low-volume roads,” explained the MEC.

Entertainment by school pupils during the
launch at Ntokozweni.
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Speaking on the Mount Fletcher Social Cluster Offices, the MEC said,
“The project will bring much relief to the demands of the District
Office and the needs of the Departments of Education, Social
Development, and Special Services.” The MEC also spelt out other
programmes by the Department aimed at youth empowerment,
skills training, and youth employment.
“Let us unite. There is no other way to celebrate the life of our
international icon and struggle stalwart, uTata Nelson Mandela,
than in unity for the purpose to achieve quality education for all
children in our lifetime. We dare not fail,” concluded MEC Marawu.

Choir from Department
of Roads and Public
Works in song at
Ntokozweni Community
Hall in Ugie on
23 June 2015.

FREEDOM DAY
CELEBRATIONS
IN MACLEAR
Eastern Cape Premier Pumullo Masualle hosted the Provincial
Freedom Day Celebrations at Maclear High School Maclear Town,
Elundini Local Municipality, under the theme “Celebrating the Third
Decade of our Freedom through Accelerating Radical Economic
Transformation”. The Department of Sport, Recreation, Arts and
Culture was mandated to play a leading role in facilitating the event
where games such as athletics, soccer and netball were held prior
to the celebrations. The event also included the handing over of
R200 000 for legacy projects in Upper Sinxako and Siqhugqwini
that were identified as poverty stricken nodal points. The Freedom
Day event also included a live broadcast of the national address by
His Excellency President Jacob Zuma at the Union Buildings.
This year’s event had a strong focus on stamping out the sporadic
acts of xenophobia that had swept across the country during the
second quarter of the year and enhancing social cohesion that will
see the country celebrating unity in diversity. Another focus was
to mobilise communities from the minority cultures to embrace
socio-politico-cultural diversity as there is a general view that these
communities do not support the celebration of national days. Of
importance, was creating awareness among the communities
of the Freedom Charter and South African national symbols. At
Maclear 21 flags were hoisted by children around schools signaling
the 21 years of freedom.

Premier Pumullo Masualle, Joe Gqabi District Municipality
mayor Zibonele Dumzela , MEC for Rural Development and
Agrarian Reform Mlibo Qoboshiyane and MEC for Sports,
Recreation, Arts and Culture Pemmy Majodina inspecting
the crafts on display.

In his address Premier Masualle said that the 21 years of freedom is
a reason to celebrate as tremendous progress has been made since
1994. He said, “Black people did not have dignity but the struggle
brought back that dignity and in diversity there is unity.
Children are a testimony that our destiny is in our hands. Many
people now enjoy basic services like water, electricity and housing.
Ninety percent of schools are no-fee schools with feeding schemes.
But as the government makes important decisions there are deep
seated problems.”
The Premier lamented that such important days are not attended
by their white compatriots but only celebrated by black people.
He said, “When we fought against apartheid we wanted to achieve
a non- racial, non-sexist South Africa with everybody playing a role.
There are those who are falling behind. To our white compatriots,
we should see you amongst us.”
Freedom Day is commemorated on the 27 April each year to reflect
on the history of South Africa thus ensuring that future generations
learn, appreciate and preserve the role of the struggle. Phase 1
of the Freedom Day celebrations was the hosting of the 21 km
marathon from Ugie to Maclear High School.

SABC’s Kayalethu Gobo and Nkululeko Nyembezi, Daily
Dispatch’s Lulamile Feni, Isolezwe’s Siyabulela Mqikela, Vukani
Community Radio’s Malixole Teketa interviewing the Premier.

Crowds paying attention during the live broadcasting of
the national address at the Union Buildings in Pretoria.
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GOVERNMENT DEPARTMENTS AND NGO’S

CELEBRATE YOUTH DAY

Left: Youth Day March heading to Ntokozweni Community Hall.
Right: Capacity crowds at the event held as Ntokozweni Community Hall.

The Department of Social Development (DSD) in the Elundini Local
Municipality, in partnership with the Ugie Youth Development
Organisation (UYDO), successfully hosted a Youth Day event at the
Ntokozweni Community Hall on 16 June 2015.
The initiative to host such an incredible event on such an historical
day came from the UYDO. The organisation is a youth structure
established solely and exclusively to champion the ideas of
youth and strives to assist young people with their challenges.
“We would not have achieved this without involving institutions
such as DSD; BG Bison; Ugie MAC Quarry; the South African
Police Service; Local Farmers Association; Department of Sport,
Recreation, Arts and Culture; Working for Water; Department of
Health; Department of Education; the South African Youth Council
and the Municipality,” said Sicelo Thupha from UYDO.
According to Thupha, the preparations for this year’s
commemoration started a long time ago and their strategy was
to engage young people through dialogues and get their views
on issues affecting them. He said that the day of the event was
the culmination of issues raised and recommendations made by
the youth. The event started with a march from Bekela Township
to Ugie Police Station to hand over a petition with concerns and
recommendations on how best the police can be assisted in
combating the scourge of crime in Ugie.
The main event was held at Ntokozweni Community Hall with ET
Tabane Primary School hosting the soccer final game between
Lumko Stars and Western Brothers FC. Western walked away
winners after a penalty shootout and Ugie Stars won the netball
final game against Paradise by fifteen points to five. PG Bison
and Ugie MAC Quarry sponsored balls and medals to honour the
winners and top achievers in both sporting codes.
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Speaking at the event were the Acting Mayor,
Councillor Mamello Leteba and the Treasurer for the South African
Youth Council, Vikitha Dontsa. They emphasised the importance of
education and participation in local activities aimed at changing
the lives of young people. Councillor Leteba gave words of
encouragement before the games started and raised concerns
regarding the high rate of substance abuse in Ugie. Dontsa
said, “Our aim is to build young credible future leaders who will
impact positive social change in their communities regardless
of gender, disability, social background or religion. Through our
community outreach project, educational campaigns and support
programmes we hope to create opportunities for young people
to cultivate social change in communities that are affected by
violence, poverty, disease and crime. These UYDO volunteers are
our role models who inspire the youth and raise awareness about
youth development programmes.”
He added that the aim of the South African Youth Council is to
ensure that every young person benefits from their high impact
youth development programme. “We aim to have zero youth
unemployment within Elundini and South Africa at large. We are
currently in the process of establishing twenty youth co-operatives
here in Elundini, an initiative that will drastically eradicate
unemployment and poverty in the Municipality,” concluded
Dontsa. He further encouraged young people to be ready on the
ground and emphasised that these youth co-operatives must feed
young people in schools.
The event was also used as a platform to encouraged the youth to
vote in next year’s local government elections.
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Imbizo at

Mqokolweni

Premier Pumullo Masualle addressing the community in a crowded classroom.
Eastern Cape Premier Pumullo Masualle visited the community
of Mqokolweni for an Imbizo to address the challenges in the
area. Heavy winds threatened to interrupt the event when a tent
that was earmarked for use at the event could not withstand the
wind. The Imbizo, organised by the Small Enterprise Development
Agency (SEDA) was moved to the Mqokolweni Junior Secondary
School where some community members had to watch the
proceedings through the classroom windows due to limited
space inside the classroom. SEDA advised the youth, women and
disabled to form their own co-operatives in their communities to
push back the frontiers of poverty. SEDA also invited them to seek
advice from the local SEDA office in Maclear.

A community member from Siqhungqwini requested that the
government build them a clinic, a dipping tank and a hall.

Mqokolweni is a deep rural area in Elundini which is very dry
in winter. It was identified in 2007 as one of the most poverty
stricken areas in the Province. It was then identified for the
Comprehensive Rural Development Programme (CRDP) as a
pilot project. CRDP is aimed at being an effective response
against poverty and food security by maximising the use and
management of natural resources to create vibrant, equitable and
sustainable rural communities. The rate of unemployment in the
area is high as there are no job opportunities; this is according to a
survey conducted by the Department of Social Development.
Premier Masualle suggested a change in the programme so that
the community members could be given ample opportunity to
raise issues. He said, “We want to give people a chance to raise
their issues. We want to afford you the opportunity to lead
these proceedings.”

On the issues raised pertaining to schools the Premier said that
a budget is allocated to schools according to the number of
pupils. School Governing Bodies budget quarterly for school
maintenance and most schools have become no-fee schools.
The Premier promised to look at the other issues raised but he
reiterated that everything is dependent on budgets and that he
would follow-up with the relevant government departments.

In his response firstly the Premier explained how government
levels are structured, their competencies and how they
complement each other. He also explained that they sometimes
overlap but that they should not take responsibility from the other.
He said a case in point was that water is now the competency of
the District Municipality. He also explained, “There is a drought
in the region. We are looking at building dams and reservoirs. In
terms of access roads we need to tell the truth; if the government
had the power we would reach all areas.”

Mama Makalima from the Dep

artment of Health responding to

some of the issues raised.

Issues raised by community members included the building of an
access road to Lower Sinxako that had been stagnant resulting in
curtailed water supplies. Another resident from Mqokolweni said
that although there is a clinic in his area there is a shortage
of nurses and no electricity.
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UGIE UNITED

IN CONDEMNING XENOPHOBIC ATTACKS

Unity in action for the
community of Ugie and
foreign nationals.

Bakwethu, siyakhuza sithi asehliseni imimoya. Ukuhlaselwa kwabantu bokufika
kulelizwe akwemukelekile neze. Sathola usizo emazweni amaningi ngesikhathi silwela
inkululeko. Abazange basixoshe noma basihlukumeze.
This call by the President in parliament spurred the community of
Ward 2 in Ugie to unite in condemning the spate of xenophobic
attacks that had engulfed the country. This stakeholders meeting
took the initiative to quell any meandering spate of xenophobic
attack when government stakeholders invited the community to
a meeting to iron out any hostility that could be simmering. The
first meeting was held in conjunction with the Ward Councillors,
South African Police Services, Department of Social Development,
Community Policing Forum and the Community Development
Workers. The meeting, held in a cordial environment, allowed
members to raise any concerns. The community raised concerns
on the issue of drugs and drugs being sold to children as these
resulted in crime. Another concern was the issue of foreign
nationals having relationships with young girls luring them
with material things like air-time. The second meeting took a
motivational, educational and informational direction when
foreign nationals were given information on the area’s cultural
practices and beliefs including what is considered taboo.
Councillor Gova from Joe Gqabi District Municipality explained, “In
our culture when a person comes to your house he/she introduces
himself. We give him water, food and a place to sleep. We want to
know who is in our community, and why. We have been too casual
in our approach. Some of you have been here for a long time. It is
in our culture to respect and know each other.”
Ugie community

at Ntokozweni

Station Commissioner, Captain Tsolo, who has recently been
appointed, said that she was happy that the community came
out in numbers. The captain has hit the ground running, meeting
with communities about the area’s high crime rate. Captain Tsolo
promised to change the situation. The tough talking Captain said,
“ I do not like crime but I am nice, some Spaza shops in townships
do not adhere or respond to 21h00 closing times. Those in town
must close at 17h00. Robberies are not reported to the police”. She
appealed, “If robberies occur report them. Call me if you are not
being attended to. Do not hide these crime statistics. I will visit
your Spaza shops one-by-one. Do not sell the pipes that are used
for nyaope in your businesses. I hope I will work well with you. If
your friend is selling drugs report that to the police.”
In response the foreign nationals said that they were happy that
the meeting had been called but they also raised their concerns.
They pointed out that they have become soft targets for robberies
but when they report such cases they do not receive feedback or
the cases are abandoned. They said that people also steal from
their shops and that when they offer people credit they do not
pay. It was in those instances that they hold on to peoples IDs.
They also raised the issue of the closing time in townships where
desperate customers often expect to be attended to regardless of
the closing time.

Unity in action for the community of Ugie and foreign nationals.
Community Ha

ll.

Ward 2 Councillor Thamsanqa Piki
nini addressing his community in
a
meeting to quell any meandering
spates of xenophobic attacks.
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SASSA: Bringing services to the people
PEOPLE FIRST, GOVERNMENT AT THE FRONT!
Siyaya Emphakathini, Njalo!
This was put into action on 22 May 2015 when SASSA visited
Satube Village in ward 14 for the Integrated Community
Registration Out-Reach Programme (ICROP). SASSA invited
government departments and the Elundini Local Municipality
to render their services for the purpose of taking government
services to the community. Elundini Local Municipality, Social
Development, Department of Health, Department of Education
and SAPS attended the event and rendered their services.
Since its inception in 2007, the aim of this programme has
been to annually visit deep rural areas and give services to their
communities. Ms Landisa, Senior Manager at SASSA explains, “We
want to ensure that SASSA does not wait for the public to come
to our offices, instead we take the intiative of going into these
communities to provide our services. In this programme SASSA
ensures that they are paying the right social grants, to the right
people, at the right time and place. Siya Njalo ebantwini.” She
encouraged all Departments to work together to render services
to the community.

1

Landisa introduced the services that are
provided by SASSA, which are as follows:
• Old age grant
• Disability grant
• War veterans grant
• Child support grant
• Foster care grant
• Care dependency grant
• Social relief of distress gran

2

SASSA handed over full school uniform including underwear
to needy students from different schools. The schools that
benefited from this were: Vuvu J.S.S; Nqalweni J.S.S; Ulundi J.S.S;
Khanya S.S.S; Matsaneng J.S.S; Lehana’s Pass J.S.S; Zanyeni J.S.S;
Thabakgubedu J.S.S; and Bethania S.S.S.
The handover of the uniform was conducted by Cllr Ntaopane and
Ms Tony William, Senior Manager in the office of the Beneficiary
Maintenance Unit at SASSA.
Mr Nzimeni Nkumbi, a resident at Ulundi village, benefited during
the programme as he was unaware that he qualified for a disability
grant. He said: “It was very difficult for me to go to SASSA’s offices
because of finances and my disability. This programme is very
important as it has assisted me and the community at large.”
1. Mr Nzimeni Nkumbi, a resident at Ulundi village, benefited
from this event as he was unaware that he qualified for a
disability grant.
2.
3. Communities came out in numbers when SASSA took its
services to the people.
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Mpindweni Primary School

OFFICIALLY OPENED
The doors of learning shall be opened as enshrined in the
Freedom Charter. Section 29 of the Constitution of the Republic of
South Africa also enshrines the right to education. When it states,
“Everyone has the right to basic education, including adult basic
education and an equal right to further education which the State,
through reasonable measures, must make progressively available
and accessible.” It was heart-warming to witness that right coming
into fruition when the community of Jojweni gathered at the
opening of the state-of-the-art Mpindweni Primary School, built
with an estimated budget of R 21 million. It was also exciting
to observe the elders of the community celebrating the day by
singing traditional songs and dancing.
Chief Education Specialist for Institutional Development Support
and Governance, Joubert Mbuzeli Mhle said, “We are here today at
Jojweni Village to celebrate with this community as we open the
Mpindweni Primary School. We are glad that our Government has
delivered a colossal primary school like the one we are opening
today. We are not only here to open this school but to also open
the heart and minds of this community.”
Ms Nodada from the Provincial Legislature strongly encouraged
the community to use this school and maintain its high profile
so that the Department of Education could table a proposal to
have the school diverted into a boarding school that can produce
Science and Technology experts in the District. “When we look at
the history of this school, it tells us that this community has the
goal of building themselves. This community took responsibility in
1989 to build their own school without waiting for government to
come and build a school for them,” Ms Nodada stated.
Sub-headman Jackson Khohlani who, together with his
committee, led this development in 1988 said that when they look
at the current status of the school they can see that it means a lot
to the community and its leaders. The school is currently led by
Ms M.P Khohlani as the principal; three teachers Ms B. Mdwandwa,
Ms B. Mgxekwa and Ms M.V Mgwebedu; and one practitioner, Ms
N.P Hlathini. The school caters for Grade R to Grade 7 and has
enrolled 113 learners (this excludes those in Grade R).
Excitement was beaming off the faces of community members
who admitted that they were so overjoyed that they had forgotten
about the challenges that were faced within the school.
They proclaimed trust in government with the hope that more
services would be delivered over time.

Young and old
celebrating the opening of
Mpindweni Primary School
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A scenic view of the state of the art Mpindweni Primary School.

WASTE MANAGEMENT:
A KEY STEP TO A
HEALTHY ENVIRONMENT
The Municipality is committed to maintaining a clean environment
as this is a key component of, not only the health of the
communities, but development and investment in general.
The Municipality has been hindered by various hurdles when
it comes to adherence to waste collection schedules, including
illegal dumping sites that are mushrooming in our areas and
non-compliance with building regulations as most sites are
left unattended and become dirt-gatherers. Most community
members extend their yards until they are encroaching onto the
street and that makes it difficult for the street to be maintained.
In the rainy season refuse removal vehicles are unable to service
those streets whose width has been reduced by encroaching.
Waste management is regulated and has to conform to certain
norms and standards. This compels municipalities to appoint
qualified people to oversee the waste management function.
Elundini Municipality has managed to fill the vacant position
created by the resignation of Ms Noluvuyo Matomela who
resigned on 30 November 2014.
Mr Zindlovu Mzileni assumed duties as the Assistant Manager
Waste Management with effect from 1 June 2015. He is no
stranger to local government as he has been employed by local
government for the past six years. He holds a BSc Degree in
Environmental and Waste Sciences from the University of Western
Cape. Prior to his appointment, Mr Mzileni worked for Emalahleni
Local Municipality as a Waste Management Practitioner.
Asked about the Municipality’s responsibilities in relation to
waste management Mr Mzileni explained, “The Municipality
has a responsibility to render a Waste Management function in
its area of jurisdiction. This function includes refuse removal,
transportation, street cleaning, landfill site management,
awareness and clearing of illegal dump sites.”
The Municipality currently has the following fleet in relation to
solid waste services:
• 1 x compactor truck
• 1 x 4 ton truck
• 4 x tractor and trailers
• 2 x single cab bakkies
‘’We have plans in place to buy another 4 ton truck as we have
identified that our tractors and trailers are aging and will soon
start to be too expensive to maintain. The move to buy the truck
is also to ensure that services are rendered effectively which will
translate into greater area coverage per day,” Mr Mzileni stated.
The Municipality has outsourced landfill sites management
through a Public Private Partnership (PPP) agreement with
Interwaste. With effect from 1 July 2015 the three landfill sites in
Mount Fletcher, Maclear and Ugie will be managed under the PPP
agreement. Elundini Municipality prides itself as one of the few
municipalities who have valid permits for the landfill sites and
conducts annual compliance audits.
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Assistant Manager Waste Management, Zindlovu Mzileni, assumed duties
with effect from June 2015.

Communities are encouraged to familiarise themselves with the
collection schedules for their areas so that they know when to take
their refuse out. All communities are discouraged from creating
illegal dump sites as that defeats the purpose of refuse removal
and waste management.
The collection schedules are as follows:

Mount Fletcher
Mon

Hospital, FET College, Prison, SAPS, Education,
Village School, Sunshine, CBD

Tues

Hospital, Prison, CBD, Ilisolomzi Clinic, Enkululekweni
and town houses

Wed

Hospital, FET College, Prison, SAPS, Education,
Village School, Sunshine, CBD

Thur

Hospital, Prison, CBD, Ilisolomzi Clinic, town houses,
Sunshine

Fri

Hospital, FET College, Prison, SAPS, Education,
Village School, Sunshine, CBD

Maclear
Mon

Sithole, Polar Park, Vincent and Greenfield

Tue

Newrest and TV Park

Wed

Sitishini, Zakhele and Clearview

Thur

Peter Mokhaba and Sonwabile

Fri

Old Location

Ugie
Mon

Old Location and Ntokozweni

Tues

Land Camp and Mandela Park

Wed

Lower Bhekela, Robben Island and Takalani

Thur

Town houses and Prentjiesburg

Fri

Upper Bhekela and Ugie Park

For non-removal of waste or any complaint in relation to waste
removal, communities are advised to refer such to
Mr Mzileni 045 932 8100 or to the Customer Care Consultants that
are available in the municipal offices of all three towns
of the Municipality.
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Ward 13 Councillor
Sarah Mdlazi

PR Councillor
Leticia Baduza

Ward 13 Under Spotlight

1

Ward 13, which recently hosted the State of the
Municipality Address, is led by Councillor Sarah
Mdlazi and the PR Councillor Leticia Baduza. The Ward
is mountainous and cold due to its close proximity
to the Drakensberg Mountains which experiences
snow during most winter months. The area prides
itself on the natural and unpolluted water from the
mountains. The ward is composed of 11 villages
that are- Lower Nxotshana; Sethathi; Mashata;
Seqhobong; Kuebung; Tabase; Mohoabatsane; Ntoko;
Maluti; Phirintsu; and Mokoatlane.
Councillor Mdlazi started half the term in the council,
having succeeded Councillor Victoria Hokwana who
returned to the teaching profession. Mdlazi not only
took the baton halfway through the term she had to
hit the ground running with projects she oversaw.
The building of toilets has been a major milestone
as the project has led to employment opportunities
for people in the Ward. The process of building these
toilets has been on-going as some communities are
being registered at Phirintsu, Mokoatlane, Mashata
and Sethathi.

2

3
Ploughing and Harvesting maize
has become a way of life in some
communities at Ward13 (1-2)
Workers that have been employed
to fight soil erosion at Makoatlana (3)

Water provision has been supplied, starting back
in 2010. Mdlazi explains, “The provision of water
has helped a lot because people were employed
through the process and communities now receive
this basic need for their survival. There has also been
employment of people for the Expanded Public
Works Programme in all the villages of the Ward.
There were also Community Public Liaison Workers
in all the villages. Shearing sheds were built at
Mokoatlane and Kuebung from 2014. The shed in
Mokoatlane that was built for the farmers is already
operational and they currently sell wool in Port
Elizabeth. Communities in the wards at Nxotshana,
Makoatlane and Mohoabatsana started their own
agricultural projects in 2013; each group of ten
members, funded by the Department of Agriculture,
sell their maize in their villages and feed their families.
A bridge has been built from Bulata Village to
Somerset Village and this has added much relief as
pupils sometimes were not able to get across to the
other area. When there were heavy rains the level of
absenteeism increased as the area was impassable for
pupils of Kuebung Junior Secondary School. Since the
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bridge was built the pass rate has stabilised and there
is better school attendance. In terms of schooling
and employment two students who were trained
through learnership at Elundini Local Municipality
for a year have been permanently employed. About
45 people have been employed through a project for
prevention of soil erosion.

“People were happy that the municipality chose
their area for the State of the Municipality Address
and felt that they are being recognised. People were
able to put food on the table during the organising
and hosting of this huge occasion. They also came
out in numbers to hear the Municipality’s plan for
their ward,” an anonymous community member was
quoted saying.
Mdlazi said though she started halfway through the
term she was proud of the inroads the Municipality
has made. “I think if I would have started the term at
the beginning I would have done a lot more. Even
though I started late, I am happy that there are things
I can point out as achievements. I worked favourably
with the traditional leaders and sometimes received
good advice. We also co-ordinated village meetings
with the Chiefs as the people are their subjects.
Overall we worked well as we assisted one another,”
she said.
Mdlazi concluded by saying it helped a lot for her
to keep knocking at municipal and government
offices, sitting down and having discussions on
development. She says she received a lot of support
and sometimes received advice from the community.
Challenges
• Electricity: There is no electricity in the Ward. There
are plans by Eskom for the electrification of Sethati
and Mashatiin in the 2016/17 financial year.
• Access roads: There are plans to build a road at
Mohoabatsane.
• Houses: There are plans to build RDP houses in the
2015/16 financial year.
• Halls: There are plans to renovate the hall at
Mahoabatsane Junior Secondary School in the
2015/2016 financial year.
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Councillor
Kgotsofaditse
Abednigo Mgijima

PR Councillor
Arron Mqamelo

Ward 4 Under Spotlight
Ward 4 is led by Councillor Kgotsofaditse Abednigo Mgijima who
is also the Portfolio Head of Strategic Planning and Economic
Development. The Proportional Representative (PR) Councillor
is Arron Mqamelo. The vast area is made up of 26 villages, farms,
township areas and parts of Maclear town. Interestingly, the
Premier of the Eastern Cape hails from this Ward.

On the agriculture side he said, “We have cultivated and ploughed
more than 60 hectares of maize over the last three seasons in
three different areas of this Ward; in Lower Tsitsana, Upper Tsitsana
and Ngqwaneni. All of the maize fields in Qobeni, Tsikarweni,
Khohlomorete and Sigoga have been fenced. That is estimated at
120 hectors of that are now fenced.”

Elundini Municipality’s plant machinery which has been well
documented, started its work on the construction of the first
access road in Ward 4. The construction of Matugulo-Tsikorong
access road at a cost of R4,485 led to the building of the Matuguru
Bridge which was handed over to the community. The Bridge
separates the Tsitsana River from the two villages. Councillor
Mgijima explains, “This Bridge changed people’s lives to the extent
that the community no longer experiences death during periods
of heavy summer rains. This serves as a crossing for both vehicles
and people, making it easier to travel.”

Popcorn Valley communities in Ugie have been assisted with street
maintenance; even though the streets are not surfaced, they are
better than they were before. Top-Blocks communities have been
provided with VIP toilets and a borehole for temporary use. These
communities will be relocated to Clearview in Maclear as soon as
permanent housing structures are in place. The output planning
for this development is complete.

Almost all of the villages in this Ward have toilets with the
exception of Namba and Mcwangele. The electrification
programme is in progress as infrastructure has been installed in
nine villages, of which are already electrified. The outstanding
villages are earmarked for the 2015/16 financial year as
coonfirmed by the Mayor during the State of the Municipality
Address and Budget Speech at Mahoabatsane recently. According
to the Ward Councillor, the community has warmly received the
services that have been delivered as it addresses their needs.
The 4,5 km Platana access road with a budgeted amount of R3 124
900.69, started in January 2014 and is earmarked for completion
at the end of August 2015. The project was initially for the 2013/14
financial year but had bottlenecks with poor workmanship by
two contractors whose contracts were later terminated. The
poor workmanship by Sivest Civils Construction and Amadwala
Trading delayed the completion date of June 2014. The project
is earmarked to be completed by the end of August 2015. The
project, now run by Abethu Construction, includes two bridges
and box culverts.

Agriculture is booming in
the Ward with maize being
cultivated.

Rural electrification at
Ward 4.

Mgijima, who could not hide his excitement said, “This road is
going to serve the community of Mafusini, Santini,
Platana sub-villages and Mlamla. This bridge has brought
happiness to the lives of our people.” Another road that the Ward
is proud of is the DR08083 that has been maintained and is in a
much better state than before.
Matuguru Bridge part of the
Matugulo –Tsikorong access road
being handed over to
the community.
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Nanko ke usakza esiya kwi interview. Caba bafounelwe kunye noSipho so
kuzoqala lengwenya iphambi koSakza, ntenayo le inguSakza ayifristaan grand
le way uzishaya nje ngespan yena. Ibizwe ke ingwenya yokuqala, hay usakza
abone ba kukho ispeaker apha qha kuvakala iimpendulo zodwa, iqhube
yenjenje ke interview:

UMTHANDAZO KA LOVA:
Ola Jesu bra yami. Ngiza kuwe ngingena fokol, ngizoringa
nawe ukuthi kushubile elayfini. Kuntswempu bra wam. Amajita
ayakhawathana, abanye bayabhodisana. Ngibonga i-protection
osgaya yona elkedag. Le outy uSathana neskeem sayo bafuna
ukuslahlisa i-side. Maar @least wena uyaspana ngosvikela sho sho!
Nguwe owanika uDavid ikrag yotrapa uGoliath. Nguwe owavaya
namajita akwaSirayeli e...sgangeni abakhawathwa niks! Mara bra
Yesu mpintshi yam, wabhodela amaflop ethu.
Askies nga-daai ding, uyang’thola! If mina neempintshi zam
beskhona daar besothatha i-side lakho skeem sam.
Asseblief, ringa negrootman yakho uJah asxolele. Asgaye ulife
ogrand, inyhuku ebaaie negawulo eyinkindlana.
Oolaah ke bra yam, eita daar.
AMEN!

Interviewer: ngubani umdlali obalaseleyo webhola ekhatywayo?
Sipho: yayikhe yanguPele, yazeYanguMaradona kodwa ke sithetha nje
NguMessi.
Interviewer: iqale nini idemocracy emzantsi afrika?
Sipho: imigudu yona siqale uyibona ngo1990 kodwa kuzocaca yonke into
ngo1994 hay ke emva koko yanguWaya-Waya!
Interviewer: kutheni lento kufanele siwunike wena lomsebenzi?
Sipho: ndinamava yaye ndiyawuthanda lomsebenzi!
Interviewer: (looking impressed) okokugqibela sizakukhulula. Kunentetha ethi
amanzi amaninzi emhlabeni aphantsi komhlaba, ingaba yinyani lonto?
Sipho: uphando oluqhubayo lubonisa njalo kodwa akukabikho oza
neziphumo eziphathekayo!
Interviewer: enkosi ungakhululeka uzova emnxebeni, usose usibizele lobhuti
ulapho!
Sipho: ndiyabulela mhlekazi ndawukwenza njalo!
Angene uSakza zasuka:
Interviewer: ngubani utatakho?
Sakza: yayikhe yanguPele yazayanguMaradona kodwa ke sithetha nje
nguMessi currently!
Interviewer: (bukothuka) unabo abantwana?
Sakza: wena imigudu sayibona ngo1990, saza sabona iziphumo ngo1994 hay
ke emva koko yanguwaya-waya.
Wakhuz’omnye usisi kwalapha “yho! Abantwana abangaka!?”
Sakza: ndinamava yaye ndiyawuthanda lomsebenzi!
Yabuza enye ichap kwakubo “Yemfondini unayo ingqondo?”
Sakza: uphando oluqhutywayo lubonisa njalo kodwa akukabikho mntu oze
nobungqina obupheleleyo!

MISSION

VISION

“A leading rural municipality that delivers a better quality of life for all
citizens; a municipality that is phenomenally viable, highly successful
and passionately people-centred.”

Our mission is to operate a rural municipality that delivers excellent services
to its people who remain its priority in everything that it does is financially
viable has good governance and developmental is clean and green.

MACLEAR

UGIE

MT. FLETCHER

Tel

045 932 8100

045 933 8000

039 257 0026

Fax

045 932 1094

045 932 1104

039 257 0082

Postal
Address

P.O. Box 1, Maclear, 5480

P.O. Box 10, Ugie, 5470

P.O. Box 1, Mt Fletcher, 4770

Physical
Address

1 Seller Str, Maclear, 5480

530 Van Dyk Dr, Ugie, 5470

272 Black Str, Mt Fletcher, 4470

Tip-Off Anonymous

Email: elundini@tip-offs.com
Free Cell: 0800 117 844
Free Fax: 0800 007 788
SMS: 32840
Free Post: Free post KZN 138, Umhlanga Rocks, 4320

Email

info@elundini.gov.za

Website

www.elundini.org.za

Twitter

@Elundini_Mun

Facebook http://www.facebook.com/pages/Elindini-Local-Municipality/173310756092936

Elundini Municipality is located at the foothills of the Drakensberg
Mountains in the east of the Joe Gqabi District known as the Eastern
Cape Highlands region, it falls between the Maluti Mountains and the
southern Drakensberg.

